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Dissemination Workshop under PPRP-Govt. of Sindh

News Stories

Over 400 women leaders, program beneficiaries & other stakeholders a�ended the event 
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah, Minister for Planning & Development, and Energy of Sindh Govt. was the chief guest

themselves. 
Syed Nasir Hussain Shah announced that to economically and 
socially empower women and help them become self­reliant, 
the Sindh Government will offer loans of up to Rs 1.5 million. 
Due to the success of the ini�a�ve, on the direc�ves of 
Chairman Bilawal Bhu�o Zardari, the scope of the PPRP is 
being expanded from 17 districts to all 29 districts across the 
province. This expansion aims to include not only rural but also 
urban poor and des�tute women so they can benefit from this 
ini�a�ve. 

Arts Council Karachi/July 22, 2025
Provincial Minister for Planning & Development, and Energy of 
Sindh Government Syed Nasir Hussain Shah, has announced 
that the Sindh Government plans to expand the People's 
Poverty Reduc�on Program across the province. Addressing as 
chief guest in the Dissemina�on Workshop of People's Poverty 
Reduc�on Program­PPRP­I, successfully implemented by SRSO 
in 6 districts during 2017­2025. The workshop was organized at 
the Pakistan Arts Council Karachi, Sindh on Tuesday, July 22, 
2025. The Minister said that the program, which was a dream 
of Shaheed Benazir Bhu�o, has strengthened by President Asif 
Ali Zardari's support.
The program is currently opera�onal in 17 districts of Sindh 

and will be expanded to all 29 
districts. 

Syed Nasir Hussain Shah 
highlighted the program's success 
in empowering women, saying 
that it is a unique ini�a�ve of the 
Sindh Government and has been 
made possible by the women 
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Ms. Naheed Shah Durrani, Chairperson 
of the SRSO Board, presided over the 
Dissemina�on Workshop. She said in her 
address that“PPRP is a flagship program 
of the Sindh Government, which 
implemented from 2017 to 2025 to 
empower women through social 
mobiliza�on and a community 

investment fund. It started from six districts of the province, 
including Khairpur Mir's, Sanghar, Umerkot, Mirpurkhas, Badin, 
and Tha�a, and it ran under two phases. The third phase of the 
program is about to start. She said, it became possible with 
vision and leadership of living legend Shoaib Sultan Khan, who 
strongly believed that women can bring sustainable change in 
social development.”
She further said that “70 percent of women were under 
mul�dimensional poverty in Sindh, and these women are s�ll 
vulnerable. We all stakeholders should con�nue our efforts to 
support them to achieve the goal of social and economic 
empowerment of women and reduce poverty on a sustainable 
basis. 

SRSO­CEO Muhammad Di�al Kalhoro 
also addressed the workshop and 
highlighted the journey of the program 
and its key successes and impacts of the 
program on the lives and livelihoods of 
rural women through social mobiliza�on, 
training, and financial inclusion. 

Dr. Shireen Mustafa, one of the pioneers 
of the PPRP, who conceived, planned, 
and executed the program and 
accompanied in journey with SRSO and 
the Sindh Govt. since 2008­9 from 
Shikarpur and Kashmore districts. She 
said that PPRP was ini�ated with an aim 

to reduce poverty from rural areas through empowering 
women, and she is happy to see you as empowered and 
organized women to achieve this goal. 

Mr. Sajjad Abbasi Secretary Planning and 
Development Dept. GoS also addressed 
the par�cipants and appreciated efforts 
to empower rural women for reducing 
poverty on sustainable basis. He said, 
P&D and SRSO are going to implement 
3rd phase of PPRP in 4 districts.

Before speeches and presenta�ons, a documentary �tled “A 
Journey of PPRP from 2009 to 2025” was showed as premier. 
Documentary, covers the journey of Peoples' Poverty 
Reduc�on Program ini�ated by Sindh Government with SRSO 
as women­led social mobiliza�on and community driven 

development and its key success and impacts.
Member of the Sindh Assembly and Public Accounts 
Commi�ee, Qasim Siraj Soomro, Nawab Khan Wassan, 
Chairman Planning and Development Board, Najam Ahmed 
Shah, and Secretary Planning and Development­GoS, and other 
senior govt. officials, SRSO board members, and media also 
a�ended the event.
The event witnessed ac�ve par�cipa�on of over 400 women 
from program districts of Sindh to celebrate their success. The 
women leaders of formed community ins�tu�ons and 
beneficiaries of various program interven�ons shared their 
inspiring success stories. 
Dr. Ayoub Shaikh (Poli�cal/Cultural Analyst) and Zubair Soomro 
(Writer/Poet and Manager­SRSO IMSD) moderated the 
workshop. 

Handmade cra�s of rural women and SRSO publica�ons stalls 
were established by SRSO ­ Sartyoon Sang Cra�s Enterprise 
and SRSO­Communica�ons­ MER Unit during The 
Dissemina�on Workshop of People's Poverty Reduc�on 
Program­#PPRP jointly organized by Sindh Government and 
SRSO ­ Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on at Arts Council 
Karachi on July 22, 2025.
It aimed to showcase hand­made cra�s of rural women 
ar�sans supported by SRSO­CED and SRSO work through 
#SRSO Publica�ons to all stakeholders and par�cipants of the 
event. 

SRSO sets stalls
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Women Leaders share their insight-full stories 
The selected women leaders of formed community ins�tu�ons (COs/VOs/LSOs ) and beneficiaries of various program interven�ons 
like; Income Genera�ng Grants, Community Investment Fund, Enterprise Development Fund, Business Development Groups, Low 
Cost Housing, Voca�onal Training, etc., shared their inspiring success stories, learning and views about the PPRP, Govt. of Sindh and 
SRSO.
∙ Mehnaz Mahar, LSO leader (Shikarpur)
∙ Irshad Kha�oon, LSO Leader (Kashmore)
∙ Noor Bano ,Entrepreneur (Khairpur Mir's)
∙ Zakia, Entrepreneur/BDG Leader (Badin)
∙ Shabana Khaskhali  LSO Leader (Tha�a) 
∙ Narumal, Entrepreneur/BDG Leader Mirpurkhas) 
∙ Kastori Bai LSO Leader/Entrepreneur (Umerkot)
∙ Rani Malokhani LSO Leader (Sanghar) 
∙ Afroz Kha�oon LSO Leader (Kamber‐Shahdadkot)

SRSO marks more than 100 celebration events on Independence Day

Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO) celebrated Pakistan's 
78thh Independence Day August 14, 2025 with na�onal spirit 
and pride to dedicate to heroes of freedom movement and 
recently MARQA­E­HAQ. Over 100 celebra�ng events were 
organized  throughout August month 1 to, 31 2025 in all 15 
out­reached districts at different levels, and engaged all 
segments of society and state like; community ins�tu�ons, 
govt. line departments, district administra�on, elected 

representa�ves, CSOs, media, schools and others. 

During events, different ac�vi�es were conducted especially 
community discussion, songs, speeches, tablows, cake cu�ng, 
na�onal anthem, flag hois�ng, solidarity walks and plants 
distribu�on. SRSO team members also ac�vely par�cipated 
various celebra�on ceremonies organized by district 
administra�on, CSOs and educa�onal ins�tu�ons. 

Key highlights of the celebrations

✅ On the Pakistan's Independence Day August 14, 
celebra�ons were started with hois�ng the flag, na�onal 
anthem and prays at district and head office Sukkur. CEO­SRSO 
addressed the ceremony with team and their family members.

✅ Over 100 celebra�on events were organized from August 1 
to 31, 2025 in15 out­reached districts under various projects 
and a�ended all major stakeholders especially 

communi�es/women. 

✅ The celebra�on events were a�ended by key stakeholders 
especially Commissioner Larkano division, Deputy 
Commissioner Shikarpur, Kashmore and Kamber­Shahdadkot 
and District Council Chairman Kamber­Shahdadkot and 
appreciated SRSO spirit.
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✅SRSO­managed Community Cluster and EMO Schools in 
Shikarpur, Kashmore@Kandhkot, Sukkur and Khairpur Mir's 
districts organized celebra�ons and students performed and 
a�ended by large number of parents, community members, 
and educa�on department.

✅Over 35 celebra�on events were organized in communi�es 
in partnership with PPAF under IFL Prgramme funded by GOP 
with high patrio�sm throughout month in 32 Union Councils of 
targeted Shikarpur & Kashmore districts.

✅ SRSO-fostered Community Institutions especially 

Local Support Organizations (LSOs) actively participated 

in all events and played vital role in the making successful 

celebration.  

✅Over 5,000 trees were planted as major part of each 

celebration event to dedicate sustainable environmental 

future. Participants planted trees at event venues to 

support SRSO's efforts to achieve goal of #GreenSindh 

and #GreenPakistan. 

✅SRSO-Administration decorated the SRSO Complex 

Sukkur with national flag and lights on the night of 

August 14 and all parts were decorated to dedicate to 

heroes of Pakistan's independence movement.

Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO) in Partnership with PPAF under Govt. of Pakistan supported Interest Free Loan (IFL) 
Programme celebrated 78th Independence Day with rural communi�es throughout month in both districts Shikarpur and Kashmore 
@Kandhkot. Under the celebra�ons, 35 various events were organized in 32 union councils of both districts. 

The events brought together community women, children, youth, elders, local leaders and stakeholders from district administra�on, 
line departments and elected representa�ves to honor the sacrifices made for the crea�on of Pakistan and to reinforce the spirit of 
na�onal unity. Especially, Taluka administra�on of 3 talukas Kandhkot, Kashmore and Tangwani also a�ended the events to 
celebrate independence with rural women. They appreciated SRSO and communi�es patrio�sm to Pakistan.

SRSO‐fostered community ins�tu�ons especially Local Support Organiza�ons (LSOs) were engaged and played ac�ve role in the 
organizing events. 
Planta�on drive was the major part of all celebra�ng events and guests, SRSO team distributed trees among community members 
and planted trees at venues to promote environmental awareness, symbolizing growth, hope, and sustainability to achieve goal of 
#GreenPakistan and #GreenSindh.
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Media Engagement
A delegation of prominent journalists from Karachi visited SRSO 

August 1, 2 & 3, 2025/ Larkano, Khairpur Mir's & Sukkur

A 13­member delega�on of prominent journalists from Karachi 
represen�ng electronic, digital, and print media arrived at 
Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO) for a three­day 
learning visit on August 1, 2 & 3, 2025 in Larkano, Khairpur 
Mir's and Sukkur. It aimed to explore and document the 
transforma�onal impact of women­led community ins�tu�ons, 
community development and sustainable livelihoods ini�a�ves 
in rural areas under People's Poverty Reduc�on Program­PPRP 
funded by Sindh Government. CEO­SRSO Muhammad Di�al 

Kalhoro joined the visit and facilitated the delega�on.

During 3 day visit, delega�on members par�cipated in 
community dialogues, interacted directly to women leaders 
and entrepreneurs,  observed development ini�a�ves, 
covered/documented inspiring stories, enterprises and cra�s, 
explored historical and tourists places including SRSO complex 
and Sartyoon Sang and enjoyed Sufi music. They learnt about 
SRSO, PPRP and other Sindh Govt. supported ini�a�ves to 
empower rural women, reduce poverty and foster community 
development. 

Dialogue with Empowered Rural Women 

On the 1st and 2nd day of visit, delega�on par�cipated in 
interac�ve community dialogue with women leaders & 
program beneficiaries in Larkano and Khairpur Mir's districts. 
SRSO­fostered Local Support Organiza�on (LSO) Mohen Jo 
Daro, under the European Union & Sindh Govt. funded 
SUCCESS Programme (2016–2022) at Village Belharrgi, Taluka 
Dokri, and LSO UC A�a Mohd Hami at Naro Dhoro Taluka 
Kotdiji (Khairpur) held dialogues.

The events witnessed par�cipa�on of over 400 organized 
women including program beneficiaries, and local community 
members at both dialogues. Meanwhile, 30 program 
beneficiaries shared their inspiring success stories on how 
Sindh Govt’s support had posi�vely impacted their lives and 
livelihoods, empowering them socially and economically.

During the dialogue, women leaders Benazir and Nasreen of 
LSO Mohan Jo Daro, and Pareen and Salma Malik President 
LSO A�a Mohd Hami presented the profiles of their UCs and 
LSOs and showcased its data and achievements across various 
sectors such as voca�onal training, community infrastructure, 

the Community Investment Fund (CIF), enterprise 
development, cra�s enterprise, and micro­health insurance 
etc. The LSO leaders also highlighted self­help ini�a�ves 
promo�ng girls' educa�on, CNIC/B­form registra�ons, health 
and hygiene awareness, campaigns against child marriages, 
and VAW. Efforts in planta�on drives and the establishment of 
kitchen gardens (KGs) were also shared. 

They also shared update two other ini�a�ves i.e. Sindh 
People's Housing For Flood Affectees (SPHF) and Sindh Solar 
Energy Project (SSEP) of Sindh Government implemented by 
SRSO in their UC. 

On the sidelines, rural women ar�sans and entrepreneurs 
supported under PPRP­GoS showcased their products and 
cra�s at display stalls. The visi�ng media delega�on engaged 
with the entrepreneurs, captured visuals of their businesses, 
and conducted interviews to highlight their inspiring journeys 
of resilience, innova�on, empowerment, and poverty 
reduc�on.
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Dialogue with Women Leaders of 8 Districts 

August 3, 2025, on the final day of a 3­day immersive learning 
visit, a 13­member delega�on of leading journalists from 
Karachi concluded their engagement with the SRSO witnessing 
firsthand the transforma�onal empowerment of rural women 
under the People's Poverty Reduc�on Program (PPRP) funded 
by Sindh Government.

The concluding session was marked by a powerful interac�ve 
dialogue at the SRSO Complex, Sukkur, where over 100 women 
leaders from community ins�tu�ons across eight districts; 
Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Kashmore, Larkano, Kamber­
Shahdadkot, Khairpur, Sukkur, and Ghotki gathered to share 
their inspiring success stories.

Women leaders narrated their journeys of transforma�on, 
highligh�ng the role of women­led community­driven 
ini�a�ves in overcoming poverty, building livelihoods, and 

asser�ng their roles in household and community decision­
making. The journalists engaged directly with these leaders, 
posing ques�ons, discussing the challenges faced, and 
exploring the wider impact of their work on families, 
communi�es, and society at large.

The visi�ng journalists expressed deep apprecia�on for the 
resilience, empowerment and leadership of the women. They 
acknowledged the unique opportunity to connect with the 
"real change­makers of Sindh" and praised SRSO for facilita�ng 
this direct exposure to grassroots transforma�on.

“These women are not just changing their lives, they are 
reshaping en�re communi�es. We are honored to hear their 
voices. This experience has been both humbling & 
enlightening” Said senior environmental journalist Shabina Fraz

Experience Sharing by Women Leaders

On the final day of a 3­ day learning visit, a 13 member 
delega�on of leading journalists from Karachi, Sindh concluded 
their engagement with women leaders of community 
ins�tu�ons through interac�ve dialogue. Over 100 women 
leaders from eight districts; Shikarpur, Jacobabad, Kashmore 
@Kandhkot, Larkano, Kamber­Shahdadkot, Khairpur Mir's, 

Sukkur, and Ghotki par�cipated to share their inspiring success 
stories.

The key women leaders and entrepreneurs who shared their 
success stories and key interven�ons and achievements of the 
community intui�ons and journalists engaged with them 
regarding challenges during their inspiring journey.  
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Explore Historical and Tourist Sites
During the 3­day immersive learning visit, 13­member 
delega�on of leading journalists from Karachi,  Sindh also 
explored historical and tourist places like; Mohen Jo Daro, 
Mehrano, Faiz Mahl, and Sukkur barrage/River Indus.  On the 
last of the visit, they visited SRSO Complex especially Sartyoon 

Sang Cra�s Enterprise outlet to observe hand­made crats of 
rural ar�sans supported by SRSO through business 
development groups, enhance their skills in innova�on, & 
marke�ng for increasing income.

A 13‐member delega�on of prominent journalists from Karachi, Sindh visited the Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on from August 1 to 
3, 2025, to witness the empowerment of rural women in Larkano, Khairpur Mir's and Sukkur under the People's Poverty Reduc�on 
Program (PPRP), funded by the Sindh Government. The purpose of the visit was to explore and document the transforma�onal 
impact of women‐led community development ini�a�ves in reducing poverty and promo�ng sustainable empowerment of rural 
women.
During the concluding session held with women leaders of community ins�tu�ons, SRSO presented memorial shields as a token of 
apprecia�on to the esteemed visi�ng journalists. The shields were distributed by CEO‐SRSO Muhammad Di�al Kalhoro, recognizing 
the journalists' commitment to highligh�ng stories of rural resilience and change.
Delega�on was comprised on the following journalists from various print, digital and electronic media. 

Media delegation members were awarded 

1‐ Shabinah Fraz (An environmental journalist working with BBC Urdu, The Thirdpole and Express Tribune).
 2‐ Shazia Hassan (Reporter Daily Dawn Karachi)
3‐ Shumaila Khan (Chief Reporter Nukta Pakistan & worked with BBC)
4‐ Shazia Arshad (Reporter/ News associate producer Aaj News Karachi)
5‐ Taban Zaffar (Execu�ve Producer ARY News Karachi)
6‐ Waleed Ahmed (Geo News Reporter Karachi).
7‐ Saadia Ubaid Khan (Online/ digital journalist)
8‐ Fouzia Jamil (freelance journalist and Program Coordinator at Green Media Ini�a�ves)
9‐ Lubna Jerar Naqvi (IFJ Pakistan Coordinator and Trainer)
10‐ Mariya Ismail (Reporter Daily Awami Awaz, Karachi)
11‐ Noreen Shams (A mul�media journalist, digital and broadcast media)
12‐ Summaiya Khursheed (An environmental journalist based in Karachi).
13‐ Qazi Asif (Senior journalist & Media trainer) 
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1,436,849
Households organized  

79,843
Community 
Organizations 
(COs) formed

657
Local Support 
Organizations 
(LSOs) formed

67,188 
Poor households 
received Income 
Generating Grants 
PKR 947.35 Million

1,127,949
Micro credit 
beneficiaries & disbursed 
33,358 Million

1009,798
Trees planted and 
managed by 
community 

25,500
Poultry layers 
distributed among
poor households 

111,144
Kitchen Gardening 
Established 

15
Operation Districts

86
Presence in Talukas 

722
Presence in Union 
Councils

29,899
Presence in Villages

14,002
Village Organizations 
(VOs) formed

115,381
Community members
 trained in technical 
and vocational training 

318,675
Households benefitted 
with Community 
Investment Fund 
PKR 5,833.10 Million

1,163,300
Households insured 
under Micro Health 
Insurance cover

Key Impacts of SRSO Interventions as of September, 2025

6,005
Organized rural women 
artisans in 308 Business 
Development Groups

14,163
Children are enrolled in 
SRSO-managed 
community schools

412, 969
Members of community 
institutions (CIs) trained 
in managerial skills 
training

28,882
Community Physical 
Infrastructure Schemes 
completed 

255,069
Houses constructed & 
handed over to poor 
households
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25 Entrepreneurs received Rs. 27.8 million under UNIDO-PAIDAR  
Badin/ September 9, 2025: Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on 
(SRSO), under the UNIDO­PAIDAR project funded by European 
Union organized an event to distribute Microenterprise 
Development Grant cheques of Rs. 27.8 million amount among 
25 entrepreneurs for various enterprises at Badin. This grant 
empowers micro­entrepreneurs to revive businesses, create 
jobs, and foster sustainable livelihoods.
SRSO­PAIDAR Project Coordinator Mr. Naimatullah Sawand 
presented an organiza�onal overview and PAIDAR project 
objec�ves. In addi�on, the complete process of enterprises 
selec�on process, how they will u�lize this grant effec�vely, 
adopt modern business techniques. Farooque Sidiqui Provincial 
Coordinator congratulated all the selected beneficiaries and 
emphasized that “this is the turning point of your life; now it is 
your responsibility to grow your businesses.” 
Later two success stories entrepreneurs shared their journey of 
this grant.
Mr. Abdul Ghaffar Khoso, Addi�onal Director Social Welfare 
Dep�­Badin, also addressed the gathering. He extended and 
remarked, “You are the future now, and the success of this 
ini�a�ve depends on how far you take your businesses. I am 

grateful to UNIDO­PAIDAR for providing the people and youth 
of Badin with this golden opportunity to move forward in life.”
Mr. Rajesh Kumar, Assistant Commissioner Badin, shared his 
apprecia�on and congratulated the beneficiaries. He remarked 
that he was pleased to see organiza�ons like SRSO and UNIDO 
working together to create opportuni�es for youth. He 
acknowledged that such ini�a�ves are vital in shaping a strong 
base for entrepreneurship and sustainable livelihoods in the 
district.
The chief guest Mr. Badar ul Islam Na�onal Program 
Coordinator UNIDO emphasized the how PAIDAR Program is 
contribu�ng for poverty allevia�on with GoS and other 
stakeholders. He shared about the PAIDAR project benefits, 
upcoming events under program. 
In his closing remarks, CEO­SRSO Muhammad Di�al Kalhoro 
thanked all the dignitaries, UNIDO representa�ves, 
government officials, and the community members for their 
valuable presence. He highlighted that such collabora�ons 
create long­term impacts, not only empowering individuals but 
also contribu�ng towards economic development and social 
upli�ment.

Key Highlights 

Inauguration of BRIT-Women's Garment Unit 
Mirpurkhas/ July 1, 2025:  A significant milestone in the 
journey of women's economic empowerment was achieved in 
District Mirpurkhas, as the BRIT Female Garment Unit was 
formally inaugurated by the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. 
Rasheed Masood, accompanied by Mr. Anwar Khaskheli, 
Deputy Director of the Social Welfare Department. This 
ini�a�ve falls under the People's Poverty Reduc�on Program 
(PPRP), funded by the Government of Sindh and implemented 
by the Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO) through the 
Enterprise Development Fund (EDF).
The BRIT Garment Unit, located in Mirpurkhas, is a women­led 
microenterprise supported by an interest­free loan of PKR 2 
million. The loan was provided to four deserving and skilled 
women entrepreneurs, selected through a merit­based and 
transparent process. The unit aims to promote self­reliance 
and income genera�on through garment produc�on, s�tching, 
and tailoring, thereby crea�ng employment opportuni�es for 
local women.
During the inaugura�on ceremony, DC Rasheed Masood 
commended the ini�a�ve, sta�ng:
 "This is not merely the opening of a garment unit, but a 

powerful reflec�on of how communi�es can drive 
development. It is an example of turning poten�al into 
produc�vity. I highly appreciate SRSO's role and the 
Government of Sindh's vision for enabling such pla�orms for 
women." 
This day stands as a symbol of progress under the PPRP, 
showcasing the poten�al of collabora�ve development 
between government ins�tu�ons, the social welfare 
department, and deserving communi�es for sustainable and 
inclusive economic growth.
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Provision of safe drinking water through community efforts.

Mirpurkhas/September 25, 2025: Sindh Rural Support 
Organiza�on under the Malteser Interna�onal & BMZ­funded 
project Empowering Local Stakeholders and Communi�es for 
Diversified and Sustainable Livelihoods, and Protec�on against 
Climate Risks for Vulnerable Communi�es in District 
Mirpurkhas, Sindh are taking charge of their development 
journey with strong ownership and vision. With the support of 
the Joint Development Commi�ee (JDC) and training in 
Par�cipatory Learning and Ac�on (PLA) methods, local women 
and men have iden�fied their most pressing needs and 
ini�ated prac�cal solu�ons to address them.
Two new PLA schemes are now in progress. In Village Kot Mir 
Jan Mohammad UC Roshanabad, Taluka Jhuddo. The 
community­led efforts have paved the way for the provision of 
20,000 liters of safe drinking water daily through a solar 
submersible pump for 470 households reducing the hardship 
of walking 1.5 km to fetch clean water. In Village Dhani Bux UC 
Bakhur, the lining of a 510 � watercourse is underway to 
reduce seepage, improve irriga�on efficiency, prevent 

waterlogging, and ul�mately increase crop yields. Both 
schemes reflect the power of collec�ve ac�on designed, 
priori�zed, and implemented by the people themselves with 
JDC's facilita�on.
Once completed, these ini�a�ves will not only ease daily 
struggles but also strengthen long­term resilience, lower 
maintenance costs, and enhance sustainable livelihoods. These 
are inspiring examples of how community ownership and 
partnerships turn local challenges into las�ng opportuni�es.

NADRA Sukkur conducts awareness session 
Sukkur/ September 19, 2025: NADRA Sukkur conducted an 
awareness session with SRSO staff at the SRSO Complex, 
Sukkur, to highlight its digital registra�on services through the 
PakID Digital App. More than 100 staff members par�cipated 
in the session. CEO­SRSO, Mr. Muhammad Di�al Kalhoro, 
warmly welcomed the NADRA Sukkur team and thanked them 
for organizing such an important session with SRSO staff.Mr. 
Naeem Iqbal, Deputy Director NADRA Sukkur, briefed the 
par�cipants about NADRA's role in ensuring the iden�ty of 
ci�zens and enhancing access to digital services, par�cularly 
through the PakID Digital App. He highlighted the key services 
related to iden�ty documents, their importance, and the 
registra�on process available at district, taluka, and UC­level 
registra�on centers, as well as through mobile vans, bikers, and 
digital pla�orms.

He appreciated SRSO's outreach and social mobiliza�on 
exper�se, par�cularly in remote rural areas and among 
women, emphasizing that SRSO can play an effec�ve role in 
raising awareness and improving access to NADRA's 
registra�on services. He also expressed NADRA's willingness to 
collaborate with SRSO in this regard.

SRSO Board Audit Committee organized a session 
Sukkur/ August 21, 2025: SRSO Board Audit Commi�ee 
organized a one­day sensi�za�on session �tled “Together 
Towards Be�er Governance” at the SRSO Complex, Sukkur. The 
session was facilitated by two senior board members of Audit 
Commi�ee, Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Abro and Mr. Shafique 
Ahmed Khoso, who led an interac�ve dialogue with the senior 
management team.
Discussions focused on the importance of a strong internal 
audit mechanism as a cornerstone of good governance, 
transparency, and accountability towards stakeholders.
The session was a�ended by CEO­SRSO, along with General 
Managers, Regional General Managers, District Managers, and 
Sector Heads, reflec�ng the organiza�on's commitment to 
strengthening governance prac�ces.
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The renowned social scientist, Dr. Shireen Mustafa talks with SRSO team 
The renowned social scien�st, Dr. Shireen Mustafa visited 
SRSO, met CEO SRSO Muhammad Di�al Kalhoro, SPHF and 
interacted with SRSO team of Sindh Peoples' Housing For 
Flood Affectees funded by Sindh Govt. at SRSO Complex 
Sukkur. She delivered a comprehensive session on social 
mobiliza�on and its role in empowering marginalized 
communi�es with par�cipants of SPHF project staff training on 
social mobiliza�on & project safeguards. 

She emphasized team to get in­depth knowledge and enhance 
skills about development, especially par�cipatory community 
development and working with vulnerable communi�es and 
social groups to empower and build their lives and livelihoods. 
She admired the SPHF ini�a�ve of Sindh govt. for providing a 
resilient shelter to all people of Sindh without any 
discrimina�on and comba�ng with future calami�es. 

Kicked off 08 weeks Training session with young entrepreneurs 

Sukkur/ September, 13, 2025: Sindh Rural Support 
Organiza�on (SRSO) in collabora�on with Sukkur IBA 
University launched an 8­week training session for 56 young 
entrepreneurs under the PPRP­II. The training, financially 
supported by the Government of Sindh, is being conducted for 
Sukkur and Ghotki districts youths.This ini�a�ve aims to 
empower young entrepreneurs with the skills and knowledge 
needed to establish and grow innova�ve businesses, 
contribu�ng to the economic development of the region.
The selected trainees underwent a rigorous selec�on process, 
which included submi�ng applica�ons with detailed business 
plans, shortlis�ng by a joint commi�ee of SRSO and IBA staff, 

and interviews to assess the feasibility and innova�on of their 
business ideas.
Mr. Aumir Abbas Mangi, RGM SRSO, welcomed the 
par�cipants and introduced SRSO's outreach programs and the 
training's objec�ves. He informed the trainees that successful 
entrepreneurs would be eligible for interest­free loans based 
on their business plans.Dr. Altaf Hussain Samo, Director of the 
Training Resource Center at IBA Sukkur, led the training 
session, facilita�ng a brainstorming exercise on business ideas. 
Dr. Raheela also conducted a session on entrepreneurship, its 
types, and the enabling environment in Pakistan.
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Inauguration of the first SRSO-Community Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) Center 
Khairpur Mir's September 3, 2025: The inaugura�on ceremony 
marked a significant milestone with the opening of the first 
SRSO­Community Disaster Risk Reduc�on (DRR) Center, at 
Thari Mirwaah established under the Restora�on of 
Livelihoods and Protec�on against Climate Risks project, 
funded by BMZ and Malteser Interna�onal for District 
Khairpur, Sindh.
The ceremony was graced by CEO SRSO, Mr. Muhammad Di�al 
Kalhoro, who a�ended as the Chief Guest and formally 
inaugurated the DRR Center along women community leaders. 
During the event, the DRR Center along with its emergency 
stock, furniture, and office equipment was officially handed 
over to the community. The inaugura�on was a�ended by LSO 
leaders, RGM Sukkur, Team Leader SPHF, Senior DM Khairpur, 
Project Coordinator HO­MI BMZ Projects, and the local unit 
team of SRSO, who visited the center and assured that all 
quality standards in construc�on and equipping had been 
maintained.
The DRR Center builds upon the project's strong founda�on in 

Disaster Risk Management (DRM). Under the BMZ–Malteser 
Interna�onal ini�a�ve, 20 Master Trainers have been trained 
and are now ac�vely working across five union councils. 
Through trickle­down training sessions, they have reached 267 
community ins�tu�on leaders, significantly strengthening 
disaster preparedness and resilience at the grassroots level. 
This success represents the dedicated efforts of the BMZ 
project team, with technical assistance from PITD and regional 
management.

Managerial Activist Conference to empower women
Sukkur/ August 25, 2025: The Sindh Rural Support 
Organiza�on (SRSO) has organized a Managerial Ac�vist 
Conference (MAC) under People's Poverty Reduc�on Program 
funded by Sindh government to empower women in the rural 
areas of Sukkur. The conference was held in the village Lal Khan 
Kalwar UC Nidapur taluka Pano Aqil and was a�ended by over 
150 women from various organiza�ons.
The conference aimed to provide a pla�orm for women to 
share their experiences and discuss issues related to educa�on, 
health, and economic empowerment. The Assistant 
Commissioner of Pano Aqil, Rida Zehra Talpur, was the chief 
guest at the conference.
During the conference, 18 women were awarded sewing 
machines a�er comple�ng a training program in tailoring. The 
SRSO has been working in 37 union councils in Sukkur and has 
provided various forms of support to women, including 
microfinance loans, training, and support for low­cost housing 
and agriculture.
The women leaders of community ins�tu�ons and 
beneficiaries shared their experiences, learning and impacts 

and expressed gra�tude to SRSO and Sindh Govt. for providing 
them with the opportunity to acquire new skills and become 
financially independent. The Assistant Commissioner praised 
SRSO for its efforts to empower women and promote their 
social and economic development.  
The conference concluded with the distribu�on of cer�ficates 
and sewing machines to the women who completed the 
training program.

SRSO-IMSD conducted Training of Trainers 
SRSO Complex Sukkur / August 19­21, 2025: The SRSO­
Ins�tute of Management Skill Development (IMSD) organized 
a Training of Trainers (TOT) on LSO Book Keeping and Financial 
Management for the People's Poverty Reduc�on Program 
(PPRP) teams of Sukkur and Ghotki districts at the SRSO Head 
Office, Sukkur.
A total of 20 par�cipants a�ended the training, with 10 
par�cipants from each district, including HRDOs, PO/APO 
Trainers, CIF Professionals, and Senior MER staff.
The training was facilitated by the Manager, SRSO­IMSD, who 
engaged par�cipants through interac�ve methodologies, 

focusing on prac�cal approaches for organizing effec�ve Book 
Keeping and Financial Management trainings for office bearers 
of formed Local Support Organiza�ons (LSOs) under PPRP­
GoS.
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Senior development expert Mr. Khaleel Tetlay visits community-led initiatives 
30 and 31 July 2025:  Senior Development Expert Mr. Khaleel 
Tetlay visited District Tha�o and Mirpurkhas along with Sr. 
MER Manager of SRSO, Mr. Naveed Ishaque visit was marked 
by produc�ve engagements and insigh�ul discussions with 
team, women community ins�tu�ons leaders and 
entrepreneurs. 
He conducted a sessions at both venues and a�ended by 24 
staff members from Tha�a and Badin and 15 from Mirpurkhas, 
Umerkot and Sanghar districts In this session, Mr. Tetlay 
elaborated on the historical context and philosophy behind the 
Rural Support Programmes, linking it to the legacy of visionary 
leaders like Shoaib Sultan Khan and Akhtar Hameed Khan. He 

discussed how their pioneering work laid the founda�on for 
community­driven development models in Pakistan. Mr. Tetlay 
emphasized that the spirit of social mobiliza�on is rooted in 
trust, empowerment, and sustained capacity building of poor 
communi�es.
Later on, in district Tha�o he visited ongoing Enterprise 
Development Fund (EDF) handicra� businesses and Business 
Development Group (BDG) livestock ini�a�ves and in 
Mirpurkhas, visited Sky and Brit Garment Unit by skilled men 
and women by BDGs through received 3 and 2 million  interest 
free loan of EDF of Sindh Government. 

Distribution of 200 improved cook stoves 
Tha�a & Mirpurkhas/ July 12 & 13, 2025: SRSO, in 
collabora�on with Revive Environment, carried out the 
distribu�on of 200 improved Cook Stoves (ICS) in Tha�o and 
Mirpurkhas districts of Sindh. In Tha�o, 100 stoves were 
handed over in Union Council Banbhore, targe�ng three rural 
villages: Dadu Jokhio, Muhammad Hashim Mirbhar, and 
Siddique Jat. Meanwhile, in Mirpurkhas, 100 stoves in Union 
Council Khuda Bux­2, Jhudo District, Mirpurkhas. The event 
targeted the rural villages of Gorham Bha�, Juman Kapri, and 
Chando Bheel.  Before distribu�on, an orienta�on session on 
proper use and care of the stoves was also conducted with 
targe�ng beneficiaries in both districts. 
This ini�a�ve aimed to introduce eco­friendly cooking solu�ons 
to reduce the excessive use of firewood, a common but 
harmful prac�ce in rural communi�es. Tradi�onal cooking 
methods not only lead to deforesta�on but also cause serious 
health problems due to indoor air pollu�on, especially 
affec�ng women and children.

The improved cook stoves are designed to consume less fuel, 
produce less smoke, and cook food more efficiently. During the 
distribu�on, local households—par�cularly 
women—welcomed the ini�a�ve, acknowledging that it would 
save �me spent on collec�ng firewood and reduce the smoke 
that fills their kitchens. The community appreciated this step 
towards sustainable living and cleaner energy use.

10 Animal shelters construction in the most ood-affected UC Ahori
Mirpurkhas/ July 8, 2025: Animal shelters a�er devasta�ng 
floods in Taluka Jhuddo have been constructed to rebuild 
livelihoods of the #SindhFloods2022­affected households 
under the project of Empowering local stakeholders and 
communi�es for diversified and sustainable livelihoods and 
protec�on against climate risks for vulnerable communi�es in 
district Mirpurkhas of Sindh, supported by Malteser 
Interna�onal­BMZ, implemented by SRSO.
The 2022 and 2024 floods in Taluka Jhuddo brought immense 
hardship, par�cularly to animal owners. The original mud and 

bamboo animal shelters were destroyed, leading to the tragic 
deaths of many livestock, including goats and buffalo. Animals 
were le� exposed to the elements, struggling in the 
floodwaters under the open sky, causing significant distress to 
their owners.
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SRSO Achievements as of September 2025
Sectoral Outreach Data 
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Key Visitors
Shikarpur/August 23, 2025:  A high­level Interna�onal Fund for 
Agriculture & Development (IFAD) Project Comple�on Mission led 
by Mr. Rab Nawaz, Team Leader conducted a field visit to Sindh 
Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO) in district Shikarpur, Sindh. The 
visit aimed to review the on­ground impact of Na�onal Poverty 
Gradua�on Programme (NPGP) interven�ons and interact directly 
with the programme beneficiaries. During visit, mission conducted 
various engagements. CEO­SRSO Muhammad Di�al Kalhoro also 
joined the delega�on and facilitated the visit. 
Key highlights are as under: 

✅ During community engagement at village Mehboob Goth, 
NPGP beneficiaries, including trainees and asset recipients, had 
gathered to share and showcase their progress and achievements.   

✅ NPGP trainees displayed their respec�ve trade kits through 
stalls, offering a glimpse into the skills they had acquired. These 
included tailoring, embroidery, beauty care, electrician work, 
CLEW, CRP and more.

✅ The mission engaged in meaningful discussions with women 

Mirpurkhas & Tha�o /August 23 & 24, 2025: The dis�nguished 
members of the SRSO­Board, Mr. Naseer Memon and Mr. Aazar 
Ayaz, visited the Sindh Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO) 
interven�on areas of Mirpurkhas and Tha�o districts, with a 
special focus on Enterprise Development Fund (EDF)­supported 
garment units and other interven�ons under PPRP funded by 
Sindh Government. The purpose of the visit was to review 
progress, interact with entrepreneurs, and witness firsthand the 
transforma�ve impact of PPRP ini�a�ves on women's economic 
empowerment, and sustainable livelihoods. SRSO­RGM 
Hyderabad Mr. Khadim Hussain Shar, District Manager Syed 
Shahanshah (Mirpurkhas) and Tariq Ahmed Kolachi (Tha�o) 
facilitated the board members in visit. 
Key highlights of the visit are as under: 

✅ First day, they visited BRIT Women Garment Unit, Sky 
Garment Industry and Anil Garment Unit, where the 

entrepreneurs warmly received them. Entrepreneurs presented a 
detailed business profile, highligh�ng the effec�ve u�liza�on of 
EDF financing.

✅ They also visited the BRIT Women Garment's Display Center, a 
dedicated facility showcasing finished garments and value­added 
products. They highly praised ini�a�ve for proper marke�ng. 

✅ 2nd day, during Tha�o visit, they observed a various 
businesses of the Enterprise Development Fund (EDF) i.e. scrap 
shop, kiryana store, and a shoe shop in Union Council Cha�o 
Chand. 

✅ Later, they held a mee�ng with the Local Support Organiza�on 
(LSO) Union Council Banbhore. LSO leaders shared details about 
their work, achievements, and struggles. Issues like social 
awareness, educa�on, and community health came under 
discussion. 

trainees, ar�sans, and asset recipients. These dialogues revealed 
impressive stories of economic empowerment, increased income, 
and improved quality of life post­interven�on. 

✅ The mission proceeded to visit the TVO, a factory business 
model supported under NPGP. NPGP had funded cri�cal 
equipment, while the beneficiaries had also contributed through 
the Community Investment Fund (CIF) loan. 

✅ IFAD mission visited SRSO­Sartyoon Sang outlet to witness 
hand­made cra�s of rural women ar�sans and appreciated their 
cra�s and SRSO's promo�onal and marke�ng efforts,

✅ IFAD mission concluded with a debriefing session held at the 
SRSO Head Office. Discussions revolved around programme 
progress, challenges, and future strategies for scalability and 
sustainability.
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Sukkur/September 12, 2025: A delega�on of the Federal Tax 
Ombudsman (FTO) Government of Pakistan, led by Dr. Asif 
Mahmood Jah, Federal Tax Ombudsman, visited the Sindh 
Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO) Complex Sukkur. The 
purpose of the visit was to learn about SRSO's work, outreach, 
and efforts in empowering marginalized communi�es and 
reducing poverty in rural Sindh.
The Sr. Manager MER shared details of SRSO's flagship 
ini�a�ves with the Government of Sindh, par�cularly the 
People's Poverty Reduc�on Program (PPRP) and Sindh People's 
Housing for Flood­Affected Families (SPHF), as well as with the 

Government of Pakistan under the Na�onal Poverty 
Gradua�on Program (NPGP) and the Interest­Free Loan 
Program.
The delega�on members toured various sec�ons of the SRSO 
Complex, with special interest in the Sartyoon Sang outlet. 
They greatly admired the handmade cra�s produced by rural 
women ar�sans organized and supported by SRSO, 
acknowledging their remarkable skills and SRSO's efforts in 
promo�ng and marke�ng rural cra�s for women's social and 
economic empowerment.

August 8 & 9, 2025: A Delega�on which was comprised on Dr. 
Asma (SDPI GIZ Consultant), Dr. Kamran SDPI, & Muhammad 
Kamran SDPI visited SRSO­fostered women­led Local Support 
Organiza�ons (LSOs) in 5 districts i.e.  Tha�o, Badin, Sanghar, 
Mirpurkhas and Upmarket. 
They visited one LSO in each district i.e. LSO Abad, UC Bijro 
(Tha�o), LSO Roshni, UC Serani, (Badin), LSO Surhan UC 
Doulatpur (Mirpurkhas), LSO Samaro, UC Samaro (Umerkot) 
and  LSO Dhar� UC Syed Sibgatullah Shah (Sanghar) and hold 
dialogues with women leaders of the community ins�tu�ons. 
They met with LSO members to get up date about organiza�on 
and discuss ongoing ini�a�ves and challenges, Community 

interac�on on issues related to educa�on, health, and 
livelihoods and iden�fied need for capacity­building and 
government scheme and future linkages.
Visitors appreciated their role in community development 
ac�vi�es, delega�on members also discussing Mumta and 
BISP program BNFs with other inven�ons by Cis. They 
introduced a community­based financial literacy training on 
mobile digitaliza�on for females, which sparked interest and 
agreement among the community, the proposed training on 
mobile digitaliza�on may empower females in the community, 
enhancing their digital skills and socio­economic opportuni�es.
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Achievements as of September 2025 
District-wise Outreach Data 
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Success Stories

Village Girhore Sharif, district Mirprukhas
The Matka Decora�on Business in Union Council Girhore Sharif, 
Taluka Sindhri, District Mirpurkhas, Sindh is a shining example of 
how tradi�onal skills can evolve into sustainable livelihoods 
through collec�ve effort and ins�tu�onal support.Established on 
October 9, 2020, under the Business Development Group (BDG) 
model of the People's Poverty Reduc�on Program (PPRP) funded 
by the Government of Sindh (GoS) and implemented by the Sindh 
Rural Support Organiza�on (SRSO), this enterprise has revived the 
ancient art of pot decora�on while empowering rural women 
ar�sans.
Six skilled women Nazeeran, Hameeda, Sameena, Hakeema, 
Shareefa, and Zainab all members of the Jeay Jillani Village 
Organiza�on (VO) and belonging to poor households (PSC below 
23), joined hands to form this BDG. With an interest‐free loan of 
PKR 96,000 from PPRP‐GoS and con�nuous technical guidance 
from SRSO, they transformed simple clay pots into exquisite 
decora�ve cra�s.

Their crea�vity and hard work soon a�racted a�en�on from both 
local and urban markets. Today, the Matka Decora�on Business 
operates its own outlet in the main market of Girhore Sharif, 
displaying and selling beau�fully handcra�ed matkas for home 
décor and tradi�onal ceremonies.
Group Leader Shareefa proudly shared, “SRSO not only provided 
us with an interest‐free loan but also mo�vated and trained us to 
expand our tradi�onal cra� into a profitable enterprise. We are 
now independent entrepreneurs, marke�ng our products at SRSO 
exhibi�ons across ci�es.” She added that “The group now earns an 
average monthly profit of PKR 20,000–25,000, It has also created 
four employment opportuni�es, and has fully repaid their loan — 
opera�ng successfully on a self‐help basis.”  
The Matka Decora�on Business stands as a remarkable success 
story of the SRSO–PPRP–GoS BDG model, proving that small 
investments, when combined with skill, unity, and opportunity, can 
upli� rural women, preserve cultural heritage, and build 
sustainable enterprises.

Matka Decoration Bussiness: Rural Women Artisans are Reviving Tradition 
Through Enterprise Development

Compiled by: Shahid Hussain Buledi 
Enterprise Officer SRSO Mirpurkhas
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As monsoons arrive, livestock shelters stand between survival and ruin for 
Pakistani farmers

BY: Ismail Dilawar 

KHAIRPUR, Pakistan: Three years a�er floods drowned 
Rasool Bux's village in Pakistan's southern Sindh province, he 
s�ll fears every drop of rain. The 52­year­old farmer from Gul 
Muhammad Sanjrani village in Khairpur worries another 
deluge could wipe out what li�le he has rebuilt. His animals 
are the main source of income for his family of seven. He sells 
about five kilograms of milk daily to keep the household 
running.

The 2022 floods were among the worst climate disasters in 
Pakistan's history, pushing millions into poverty and 
devasta�ng agricultural regions in the Sindh province. As new 
monsoon rains lash the province, farmers and experts say 
protec�ng livestock, o�en the only safety net for rural 
households, must be a na�onal priority.

“We are afraid because of what we saw during the 2022 
floods,” Bux told Arab News while feeding his two buffaloes 
and three cows at one of around 200 new climate­resilient 
shelters built by German relief organiza�on Malteser 

The picture taken on June 17, 2025, shows ca�le �ed at a climate‐resilient shelter built in Thari Mirwah in Pakistan's Khairpur district by the 
German relief organiza�on Malteser Interna�onal. (AN photo)

Interna�onal in collabora�on with the Sindh government. 
“Most villagers decided to leave their houses. We are poor 
people, so we stayed here on the road. Some of our animals 
perished.

“Then, there were also so many mosquitoes here. The nights 
were spent in sadness. We didn't have the money to keep our 
remaining animals under mosquito nets.”

Today, the shelters are helping local farmers like Bux recover 
what the disaster swept away.“These [shelters] are very 
beneficial to us since we used to have a lot of trouble while 
gathering our livestock,” he said. 
“Our animals are at peace now.”

Livestock is the backbone of rural Pakistan's economy, 
especially for families who may own no land. According to the 
Economic Survey of Pakistan issued in June, the sector 
supports over 8 million rural households, providing about 40 
percent of their incomes and around 15 percent of the 
country's GDP.
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In a year when agriculture overall grew by just 0.6 percent, 
partly due to extreme weather, livestock s�ll contributed 4.7 
percent to the sector, the largest share.Sindh, Pakistan's 
second­largest crop­producing province, is especially 
vulnerable to floods. Around 930 kilometers of the Indus 
River snake through the region, making it one of the most 
flood­prone areas in the country, according to the 
Interna�onal Growth Center.

In May, the Interna�onal Monetary Fund (IMF) approved 
around $1.4 billion in climate financing for Pakistan under its 
Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF), designed to 
strengthen the country's defenses against future climate 
shocks and promote sustainable growth.Local groups working 
on the ground hope the government will channel some of 
that money toward projects like climate­resilient animal 
shelters in flood­affected areas like his village.

“The need for animal shelters here is huge,” said Muhammad 
Junaid Soomro, a project engineer at the Sindh Rural Support 
Organiza�on (SRSO), which is partnering with Malteser. 
“Even 300 to 400 such units will fall short of the need we 
have here on a union council basis.”“We are working in five 
union councils only, while there are 89 union councils in this 
district,” he added, urging the government to priori�ze 
livestock and agriculture in flood­hit areas once the IMF 
funds become available.

“They [Malteser] have made these shelters with a small 
amount of available funds. These can be made more climate 
resilient with the IMF's climate resilient funding,” Soomro 
said.
 In a wri�en response to Arab News, the IMF said the RSF 
financing is meant to back broader policy reforms, not 
specific projects like livestock shelters.“However, there are a 
number of ways in which the RSF will help to build climate 
resilience in Pakistan that will benefit Pakistanis living in 
flood­prone areas, such as farmers,” the IMF's resident 
representa�ve in Pakistan Mahir Binici said. 

 He said the RSF supports reforms targe�ng water 
management and irriga�on infrastructure, aiming to improve 
reliability and tackle issues like waterlogging, saliniza�on, 
groundwater deple�on and water insecurity.“The RSF's 
reforms take a whole­of­government approach, with some to 
be implemented at the provincial level,” the IMF 
representa�ve added, no�ng that improved coordina�on 
between federal and provincial authori�es will be key.

“LIVING BANK”
 While larger, policy­level shi�s are awaited, groups like 

Malteser and SRSO are meanwhile focused on immediate 
fixes, building small, elevated shelters that offer some 
protec�on from future flooding.“We felt the need for building 
these here as the disaster, the flood had devastated our 
animal shelters as well as our homes in the community,” said 
Kanwal Hussain, a project officer at SRSO.The bamboo, plas�c 
and mud shelters are raised about three feet above ground 
level, with canopy walls to stop rainwater from pooling and 
weakening the roof.

“We have built a canopy wall so rainwater does not stay there 
and damage the roof,” Soomro said.

Imdad Hussain Siddiqui, who served as a director of 
opera�ons at the Provincial Disaster Management Authority 
of Sindh during the 2022 floods, described livestock as a 
“living bank” for rural families.“Animals are the sole 
remaining resource where land and crops are swept away by 
flooding because they provide rescue, safety and the sole 
avenue through which families can recover and rebuild their 
lives,” Siddiqui told Arab News.He said the loss of 1.1 million 
animals during the 2022 floods meant “direct des�tu�on and 
long­term poverty” for many families.

“Strong infrastructure of livestock will enable such linkages to 
recover in the near future, permi�ng economic ac�vity and 
income­genera�ng opportuni�es for the affected people,” 
Siddiqui explained.

In 2022, the interna�onal NGO German watch ranked 
Pakistan first on its Climate Risk Index due to extreme 
weather events including floods, landslides and storms during 
the intense monsoon season.Pakistan is already in the grip of 
another punishing monsoon, with over 60 people killed in 
rain­related incidents in just one week, a reminder that the 
next flood is never far away.For farmers like Rasool Bux, every 
storm brings up the memory of what was lost in 2022 — and 
what could be lost again.

“More such shelters should be built in our village where some 
people can afford to build them while others cannot,” he said.

Published in The Arab News Pakistan  
July 06, 20250
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